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* Cottages that sleep between
1 and 15 guests ‘QI )

* Local accommodation for when Contact Jo Pimblett:
friends and family come to visit Est. 2011 01279 850150/07890 625408

* Medium term stays available for
changes in circumstances
* Pet friendly

pimbletts@btinternet.com

Parsonage Farm, Henham, CM22 6AN
www.farmholidayinessex.co.uk
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Stan d O Ut fro m e Collection and Delivery Service
th e C I’O\Nd ¢ We cover a large surrounding area

® Regular or one off pick ups Opening Times

01279 657769 r © Fu||y insured Monday-Friday 8am to 4.30pm
hello@czdesi dori K ' ® Wet cleaning (8am tosélp;m;n V\éednfsczays)

ello@czdesignandprint.co.u N g aturday: 9am to 1pm
www.czdesignandprint.co.uk Service Washes Closed Sundays and Bank Holidays

for print services countrywide CZ DESIGN&PRINT 8 Station Road Industrial Estate, Great Dunmow, Essex CM6 1XD
01371 878 399 | www.dunmowironing.co.uk

& CK Electricalllnstallations

Call Chris on 07597 974945///01279/814333
or email ckelectricalinstallations@gmail.com
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g 3 SDS Installations Ltd

AERIAL AND SATELLITE SERVICES
FOREIGN SATELITE SYSTEMS - CCTV
[ ] [ ] EXTRA TV POINTS - SKY LINK UPS

PHONE POINTS - HOME SIGNAL DISTRIBUTION
INSTA IONS WALL MOUNTED PLASMA/LCD SCREENS
CABLES SUPPLIED AND HIDDEN

?(I).A;Il\‘lnsr:w:il;; 07771 881 042
Stanstec\( sdsinstallations@hotmail.com

Essex CM24 8AX sdsinstallations.com
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*ARBORICULTURAL &
FORESTRY CONTRACTORS
*QUALIFIED ARBORIST
*SURGERY/TREE FELLING
*STUMP GRINDING/REMOVAL
*REPORTS & SURVEYS

Painting
+ MOBILE SAW MILLING
*FULLY INSURED Decorating
*LOGS

Gardening

MARTIN PARISH

TEL: (01279) 814899 General Maintenance

MOBILE: (07885) 444318

ray@rayonthehill.co.uk
LILAC COTTAGE, HENHAM ROAD, ELSENHAM,
NR. BISHOP'S STORTFORD, HERTS. CM22 6DH Mob: 07790 509556 Tel: 01279 851831

Hastingwood Flooring Company Limited

Traditional Floorcoverings Since 1974
We specialise in:-

Hardwoods, Amtico, Altro, Linoleum, Carpets, Axminster, Wilton,
Chlidemas, Body & Border, Stair Runners, Hand Sewn Installations
All makes supplied and expertly installed
For a no obligation quotation and advice

Telephone: 01279 850 540 Mobile: 07809 396561
FULLY INSURED AND REGISTERED COMPANY
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Editorial

This month we have some good news! As a volunteer team we were honoured
to be presented with an Uttlesford Community award for village services,
more about that on page 5/6. We would welcome more volunteers to our team,
if you would like to find out more, please contact any one of us.

Secondly, The Dragon has for many years been entirely funded by the sale
of advertising within the Magazine. Unfortunately, this aim is increasingly
difficult to maintain in the current financial situation. There is pressure on
both the Magazine with rising print costs and on our many small business
advertisers. The Dragon Committee is therefore extremely grateful to the Parish
Council for their generous offer of a grant to ease the forthcoming financial
year.

The state of our roads is an ongoing concern. Sue Leech has been braving
the weather in order to identify potholes and report them. The dissolution of
the Highway rangers team makes it even more important for the public to
report concerns. Please see letter to the Editor on page 3.

Our lovely village continues to thrive, and the Dragon illustrates this with our
one off and regular articles written by local people. The Dragon team
welcomes village or topical articles, details of how to submit are on page 32.
We rely on you to keep the Dragon up to date, interesting and relevant!

There was no District council meeting in January 2023.

Miranda Roberts

Reporting noisy aircraft
You can leave a message on the Stansted Noise Line, Freephone 0800243788
Or by Email on stanstednoiseline@stanstedairport.com

Highways -Reporting potholes and other dangers.

Contact sue@heatwaves.co.uk or on 07881 942 836

Or CliIr Gooding at Clir.Ray.Gooding@essex.gov.uk (Essex County
Council)
or ClIr Scott at Clir.Lee.Scott@essex.gov.uk (Essex Highway)



Mercer & Hughes #

Independent Veterinary Surgery

Saffron Walden Veterinary Hospital | 01799 522082
Stansted Mountfitchet | 01279 813780

Great Dunmow | 01371 872836
Bocking Braintree | 01376 743893
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WWW. mercerandhughes co.uk

Jponouré& g, .
(Landscape) Ltd. 'Il : ’g @

Your local Marshalls approved Installex
Brickwork Paving Fencing
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§‘ Association Marshalls
Tel: 01279 813160 S o

www.honourlandscape.co.uk o
The OId Brickyard, Elsenham Road, Stansted, Essex CM24 8ST Constructionline




Letter to the Editor

Dear Editor,
I would like to update the road/pothole/drain situation for the local area.

I met with Ray Gooding (Essex County Councillor) to try to ascertain the current
position. He said that we needed 36 potholes of a suitable size to get them logged.
During December I provided Cllr. Gooding with evidence of a further 34 potholes,
providing 94 photographs showing their position in What3Words and the state of
the road/pothole/drain in Pledgdon Green, Thaxted Road, Henham High Street,
Chickney Road, Mill Road and Hollow Road in Widdington, which leads to the
pit, plus two areas in Elsenham by the station.

At the Elsenham Parish Council meeting on Monday 9™ January, Ray Gooding
was asked by David Morson what the position is, as he was given to understand
that the funding for the roads in the care of Essex Highways, and thereby Essex
County Council, has had its funding reduced by 55% from an essential estimated
sum of £77.7 million to just £36.7 million.

This is correct. This is, in part, due to the increased need for social services
funding.

What services have been cut? Crucially, cuts include the Highway Rangers who
do vital work identifying potholes, necessary roadworks, kerbs, overhanging
vegetation and blocked drains.

Consequently, if they are not doing this — who is? Well, the public.
As many of you know, I have been logging potholes and damaged drains for the
last few months. I am still monitoring more as these grow in this weather.

I am given to understand that if these are logged with Ray Gooding, then he is
obliged to follow up on the information. So, it is up to us to look after our village
and surrounding areas.

Contact me at sue@heatwaves.co.uk or on 07881 942 836
Alternatively contact;

Clir Ray Gooding at Clir.Ray.Gooding@essex.gov.uk (Essex County Council)
or ClIr Lee Scott at Cllr.Lee.Scott@essex.gov.uk (Essex Highways)

I will give a further update in March if there is anything to add.

Sue Leech
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Helen Hawker Health

) e
Sports & Deep Tissue Massage helenhawkerhealth m m
Injury Rehabilitation [} ;
Hot & Cold Stone Massage f Helen Hawker Health > -
Scenar Pain Relief Therapy T
:;I-Ttmlon fgr HeaItT_? Wellness T = 2
[EUDCH NS www.helenhawkerhealth.co.uk H =<
Based in Henham helen@helenhawkerhealth.co.uk m m
29)

Dedicated to transforming your Health & Performance \ J

Taylor Computer Services (Stansted)

On-site Computer Maintenance/Repairs

DON'T BE RESTRICTED TO OFFICE HOURS, | CAN VISIT YOUR HOME OR OFFICE
DURING THE DAY, EVENINGS OR WEEKENDS AT A TIME TO SUIT YOU.
Wireless Networking and Broadband Setup, Data Transfers,hardware & Software
Installation, Virus & Spyware Removal & Protection, New PC Setup & Training

Call Derrick on 01279 816418 ~ 07926 289749

Email: deltaylor61@btinternet.com

CHIROPODIST AND PODIATRIST
Orthotics . Diabetic Foot Care . Routine Treatment

Saturday Clinics available

R. Handford and Colleagues
HCPC Registered
16 Hockerill Street, Bishop's Stortford
01279 652249 (www.feet.org.uk)

DAVID JUDD

General Builder e Free Estimates
Extensions e Garden Walls e Patios etc.
Phone 01799 502529 - Mobile 07790 829 633
Email: Borisjudd5@yahoo.co.uk




Dear Editor.

Dog walkers. This subject, the problem, has been raised before but annoyingly
dog mess still prevails — and affects everyone. Now, I don’t see many dogs
walking around on their own and people without dogs are not in question so it is
people with dogs who are the nuisance, or at least some of them, allowing their
pets to foul the footpaths and verges — and you culprit owners know who you are.
Kindly collect your dogs’ mess and don’t leave the faeces to fester: don’t ignore
it — that is just lazy and irresponsible.

Living on The Row, I am very aware of dog droppings on this narrow walkway
which are especially evident in the mornings — do you dog owners think you
cannot be seen, particularly at night, and therefore don’t bother to clear up after
your dog or be considerate villagers? Doggie bags are available fiee to villagers
from the shop and used bags can easily be deposited into the dog waste bins
(coloured red) located around the village (no, don’t hang the bags on the nearest
bush) - it is not a difficult exercise. Dog owners — be thoughtful at any time of the
day or night — you may not care but the rest of us do.

Brian Tucker

---000---

Grand Book Sale

Saturday 4" Febyuary 10am — 4pm
OSCA (Th¢ Old School),
Crow Strdet, Henham
from hundreds of
second-hand bodgks of all categories.

Also a larg

Jig-Saw puzzles,
(sorry no DVD’s this

Entrance free and refr
d ﬂems as above can be dropped at

Donations of your unwante
O0SCA fro
or contact Gerry

d

e selection of
oard games & CD’s

ar) Payment cash only
pshments available.

3" January.
jgland 01279 850373
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Uttlesford District Council

Community Achievement Award
to

Henham Dragon Editorial Team

In recognition of outstanding work for
Service to the Local Community
within the District of Uttlesford

Lol Ry

Chairman of the Council

5 January 2023




Community Achievements Awards

Presentation Evening 5 January

The Dragon team were thrilled to be nominated by Nick Baker on behalf of the
Parish Council for an Uttlesford Community Award. Five members of the team
attended the evening but were very much representing the rest of the committee.

It was a very well organised and awe-inspiring evening listening to the
achievements of other nominees who had contributed so much to their particular
area of the district from starting food banks to litter clearing and services to the
young and old, often over a large number of years and on all on a voluntary basis.

The description given of our magazine highlighted the role of our distributors and
the teamwork required to ensure all households receive their copies for which we
thank you all.

We enjoyed a very generous buffet and thank Sue and Fiona from the District
Council for their hospitality.

Ros Heywood




LTH Waste Removal 5&'”%7“ Er
Effluent & Liquid Waste Removal FUI’hITU re By DeS|g N

The Fitted Furniture Specialist

Bedrooms — Studies
Media Units — Bookcases etc...

Your local service provider for all effluent

{Furniture as individual}

and liquid waste removal including: As you are
* Cesspits
* Septic tanks
* Klargesters and Bio disks Online showroom

www.edhowleyfbd.co.uk

For a free quotation, please contact our office.

Tel: 01279 815700

Tel: 01279 504638 or 01371 873003

Unit 3A Parsonage Farm, Foresthall Road,

Email: info@I toilethire.co.uk
mail: info @ ueurytoiletire.o.. Stansted, Essex, CM24 8TY
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REGISTER

630517

Local, reliable and friendly plumber
All small and large jobs undertaken
Phillip Knight 07985 640650 Email: phillipknight600@yahoo.co.uk

HAPPY TAILS (DUNMOW] LTD

Pet & Wild Bird Supplies / Key Cutting

wild bird food and feeders * dog and cat food  treats * toys * beds ¢ collars and leads
small animal food * bedding and treats * fish food * medical supplies * key cutting
and much more !

8 b/c Stortford Road, Dunmow, Essex CM6 1DA « 01371 875840 < johappytails@hotmail.com
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Henham and Ugley School

A very Happy New Year to you all!

As we ended the autumn term, we were left with the fantastic results of the annual
Cheerleading competition.

Key Stage 1: Finished 1% place. Both our Year 3/4 and Year 5/6 squads finished
in first place! I was lucky enough to see both routines and how hard they worked
to achieve this fantastic result. Well done to everyone who played a part!

With all schools struggling with the increasing financial costs and the impact of
this on our already tight budgets, I am delighted to let you know that thanks to the
generosity of our wonderful community, the PSA Christmas Bazaar raised an
incredible £1800. This money means that we are able to provide resources in
school that we wouldn’t otherwise be able to fund. Thank you all so much for
your continued support!

During our first week back to school, the whole school got to enjoy a pantomime
in the school hall; Snow White. What a fabulous afternoon of fun it was!

We have so much to look forward to this term and I look forward to bringing you
updates about this each month.

Until then, please do take care.

Kim Hall
Headteacher



Domestic & commercial work undertaken 7 days a week

T 01279 647286 Wasps @ Bees @ Cockroaches
M 07838 165171 Rats @ Mice @ Squirrels ® Rabbits
Moles @ Flies @ Fleas ® Bed bugs
E pest.assured@yahoo.co.uk
Ants @ Feral pigeons @ Beetles PEST
W www.pestassured.co.uk .
Moths and other insects

10 Old Bell Close
Stansted, Essex CM24 8JJ

M| PIEK SOLUTIONS
A PROPERTY MAINTENANCE

e Handyman Services ® Plumbing ¢ Electrical

e Carpentry ® Painting + Decorating
¢ All Building Maintenance

0753 714 3782
Your Properfy in Safe Handy . . .

www.pieksolutions.co.uk

JOHN COLEBY

EXPERIENCED INTERIOR and EXTERIOR DECORATOR

For a friendly, reliable service, please telephone

01279 815510 or 07939 070818

FREE ESTIMATES




From the Church

Reverend Louis Wilson writes....

Nearly 200 years ago, a new parish was carved out of the Scottish city of Dundee.
The first minister of this brand new church — St Peter’s Dundee — was a man called
Robert Murray M’Cheyne. He was just 23 years old.

He preached and taught the Bible, he prayed, he visited, he innovated — pioneering
a weekly prayer meeting in the church and always encouraging his congregation
to pray and look for revival. He supported or set up many social and missionary
projects — but had a particular concern for the Jewish people of Palestine.

In 1839, he travelled there with a delegation to see what could be done to assist
the Jewish people. While he was away, news reached him that in his absence a
great revival was breaking out at St Peter’s.

Revival has been described as, ‘A special work of God and especially his Holy
Spirit by which Christians are renewed, quickened and stirred to pray and to share
their faith. The Bible is always central and its preaching leads to conviction of
sin and conversion.’

An eyewitness to the Dundee revival wrote: “The forge became nothing to the
blacksmith, nor the bench to the carpenter, nor the furrow to the ploughman.”

They left everything to crowd the churches and the prayer meetings. There were
nightly sermons in every church, household meetings for prayer in every street,
twos and threes in earnest conversation on every road, and single wrestlers with
God in the field and glen.

After M’Cheyne’s return, the revival continued, but he himself had never enjoyed
great physical health. Weakened and overworked, he contracted typhus fever and
died suddenly aged just 29.

A crowd of 6,000 attended his funeral as he was buried in the graveyard at St
Peter’s. He had a thoroughly biblical ministry and many of his writings are still
in print. But his most enduring legacy is the M’Cheyne Daily Bible Reading Plan
devised to enable the whole Bible to be read in a year.



WELHAM FURNITURE
THE COMPLETE RE-UPHOLSTERY SERVICE
Professional service with 30 years experience
SOFAS - ARMCHAIRS - DINING CHAIRS - HEADBOARD REPLACEMENT

SPRINGS - FOAM - FEATHERS - FRENCH POLISHING
Repairs also available in your own home,
Contact Stacey on 07969 306 054 or
email: SJWelham@hotmail.co.uk for a free quotation

T A/AE

MOT & SERVICE CENTRE

01279 850596

Watertower Barn, Chickney Road
Henham, CM22 6BH
www.wright-cars.co.uk
07841 473522

Repairs Exhausts Brakes Batteries Tyres
1OW sopsoubeiq Buioies juswubife [eayp

MONUMENTAL MASONS

Station Road Bishop’s Stortford
Herts CM23 3BJ

(01279) 654555 / 653450

J. DAY & SON
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He knew there were dangers to this such as formality and dry, careless reading.
But he saw great benefits in cultivating the daily discipline of reading through the
whole Bible in an orderly manner without passing over some parts.

The original plan takes the user through the whole Bible with the Psalms and four
Gospels twice. This means four Bible chapters a day, seven days a week, 52
weeks of the year. I’ve done it before. One member of my family completed it
in 2022, and I have decided that 2023 is the year for me to revisit it.

Like any disciplined activity, it takes a bit of effort but I remember being surprised
what little burden I found it and how helpful it was (but ask me again in six
months!). The plan and its various adaptations are easily available online (just
search M’Cheyne Daily Bible Reading Plan) and you can start on any day of the
year.

With best wishes,

Louis

From The Parish Registers

Nothing to report from the Parish Registers

Church Contact Information

Vicar 01279850480 Rev.Louis Wilson
Louis.wilson@heuchurch.co.uk
Church Office | 01279 814285 Anna Hicks

Church e-mail | Office@heuchurch.co.uk
Church website | www.heuchurch.co.uk

Enquiries about thanksgivings, baptisms, weddings, and funerals should be
made in the first instance to Anna Hicks at the Church Office 01279814285



i S. PERRY
{’*CHAPEL END NURSER

; Tiees, Shrubs, Roses, Fruit Trees and Bushes, Climbers, Herbs, Vegetable Plants
Y Alpines, Herbaceous, Heathers Girasses, Ferns, Pond, Plants, Hanging Baskets,
® Basket and Tub Plants, Bedding Plants, Spring Summer & Autumn Bulbs
® Seed potatoes, Onion sets, Shallots, Garlic, Asparagus, Rhubarb

§ Compost, Fertilisers, Chemicals, Wild Bird Food ,Bird Tables , Nesting Boxes
&
®
®
*
#

b -3

Pottery Wooden and Plastic Pots, Tubs &Troughs
Stakes, Trellis, Netting, Landscape Fabric, Bubble insulation,
Water Softener Salt Tablets and much much more

AQUATIC COMPOST

A SPECIALIST COMPOSTS
Mr Fothergills Seeds

Buy 5 Packs GRITS AND GRAVELS
get Cheapest Free ROCKERY STONE
OPEN 9am to 5 pm
MONDAY TO SATURDAY(CLOSED SUNDAYS)
MOLEHILL GREEN ROAD PEBBLES AND COBBLES|
CHIPPED BARK
@| BisHops
2| srortrorn | X5 . 01279 850771 MULTI BUY OFFERS

e TRRELEY www.chapelendnurserysperry.co.uk THROUGHOUT THE YEAR
ek UL —————e bbbttt

SLATE CHIPPINGS
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Our family, caring for yours

The Grange Care Home

Situated in the peaceful grounds of Debden Grange
Retirement Village, the friendly team at The Grange
provide the highest standards of family-led residential
and dementia care. Our home is luxurious and beautifully
furnished, whilst retaining a warm family atmosphere
that makes living with us feel extra special.

- Person-centred care

- Daily fine dining

« Tailored meaningful activities

- Sociable lounge and dining areas
- Resident roof terraces

+ Hair & beauty salon

+ Themed pub
- Cinema room

01799 243 005

Fallow Drive, off Bury Water Lane,
Newport, Saffron Walden, Essex, CB11 3RP CAREHOLE

www.countrycourtcare.com carehome.co.uk



Church Events in Our Villages in February 2023

Church Services

Sunday 5" February
10:15 All Together Family Service,
Elsenham Village Hall
18:00 Sunday@6, Henham Church

Sunday 12" February

08:45 BCP Prayer Book Communion,
Elsenham Church

10:00 Morning Service, Ugley Church
10:15 Communion Service,
Elsenham Village Hall

11:15 Morning Service,

Henham Church

18:00 Sunday@6, Henham Church

Sunday 19" February
10:30 Joint Benefice Service,
Elsenham Church

No Sunday@§6 this week

Sunday 26" February

08:45 BCP Morning Prayer,
Elsenham Church

10:00 Prayer Book Communion,
Ugley Church

10:15 Morning Service,

Elsenham Village Hall

11:15 Communion Service,
Henham Church

18:00 Sunday@6, Henham Church

Join us for our new monthly Family
Service for all ages,
10:15am at Elsenham Village Hall on
the 1st Sunday of every month.

10

Other regular events

SUNDAYS:

St Peter’s Junior Church

St Peter’s, Ugley 10.00am
Sundays: 26

Elsenham Sunday Club/Explorers
(Y1-Y6) Old Franks, Elsenham
10.15am Sundays: 26"

Henham Sunday Club/Explorers
(Reception-Y5) Church Hall,
Henham 11.00am Sundays: 26™
Pathfinders (Y6-Y9)

St Mary’s, Henham 6.00pm - leave
from service to meet in OSCA
Sundays: 5" & 26%

Crammin’ (Y10-Y13)

St Mary’s, Henham 6.00pm followed
by 7.00pm at The Church Hall,
Henham Sundays: 5 & 26"

MID-WEEK AND SATURDAY:
Start the Week with Prayer
Church Hall, Henham 9.30am
Mondays: 6%, 131, 20t & 27t
Seekers After School Bible Club
(Y3-Y4) Old Frank’s 3.20pm
Mondays: 6", 20t & 27t

Christian Play (Y1-Y2)

Rowan House, Elsenham 3.15pm
Tuesdays: 71, 215t & 281"

Little Fishes Pre-School Group
Church Hall, Henham 10.15am
Thursdays: 2", 9 & 231

Little Fishes Pre-School Group
Elsenham Memorial Hall 10.00am
Fridays: 39, 101 & 24t

Church Lunch Club

Elsenham Memorial Hall 12.30pm
Fridays: (2" & 4™ Friday of the month):
10t & 241

Afternoon Tea

OSCA, Henham 2.00pm

Saturday: 18™




TONY WOOD

Qualified Registered Electrician

All electrical works undertaken including re-wires, new circuits, extensions,
electric showers, replacement consumer units, heating, additional sockets,
internal & external lights
Free advice & estimates - References available - Competitive rates & fully insured
Please ring Tony on 01279 814296 or 07714 300920
Electrical Safety Register Approved Contractor

Secure your roof for the winter

S. G. Cooper Roofing

Established 1988

We are specialists in all new roofs and repairs
including tiles, slate, felt, asphalt, polycarbonate,
gutters, valleys, soffits and fascia board.

Compare our prices!

It will cost you little; it could save you a lot.
For a free inspection with written quotation

Call 01920 468392

Email: sgcooperroofing@gmail.com

Our reputation is your guarantee.

N OSTEOPATHY
Jacolin Sheaf (Lampon) D.O.
4a Red Cottages, Cambridge Road,
Quendon, Saffron Walden CB11 3XH
(onsite parking)

Structural Osteopathy.

Cranial Osteopathy.
Treatment of back and neck pain,
muscle and joint pain, tension headaches,
trapped nerves and sports injuries.

One-to-one Pilates instruction.

Specialist Clinic for pregnant mothers,

babies and children.
Tel: 01799 543444

Email: info@quendonosteopathy.co.uk

Web: www.quendonosteopathy.co.uk

ARBOCARE

Dry & Fresh Sawn English Hardwoods
Beams & Studs for Listed Buildings
Cut to Size
Air Dried Oak & Elm Flooring

Competitive Prices

Free Delivery

Martin Parish 01279 814899

Lilac Cottage, Henham Road, Elsenham,
Nr Bishop's Stortford, Herts. CM22 6DH




Village Shop News

The shop continues to prosper, thanks to the large number of volunteers who
support this thriving community facility, which is now the only retailer in the
village. Help is always needed however, and there are currently vacancies for the
following slots: -

Fridays 11-1 on alternate weeks
Saturdays 11-1 for 1 week in 6
Please contact Linda Peake on 01279 850374 for further details and training.

We have been unable to supply bread in the first two weeks of January, due to a
serious family illness, and we thank our customers for their patience and
understanding.

The Post Office is thriving, and on its behalf, we remind you that the Royal Mail
swap out postage scheme has been extended to 315 July 2023. This scheme
applies just to definitive stamps, which will become invalid for postal use after
that date. It includes not only 1% and 2" class non bar-coded stamps, but any
stamp with a face value. Commemorative issues are not affected. Claim forms
are available direct from Royal Mail.

Aid For Romania

We would love to have any Christmas decorations or trees that you no longer
need. These we will send out next autumn but would welcome them now as they
have been recently taken down. We had a good response for these decorations
last year so please keep them coming if you have any unwanted items. We are
also short of children’s bikes and always very short of children’s clothes (summer
ones please as the next lorry will go into their summer). Cuddly toys are a
favourite as are smaller toys eg cars etc (but not if they need English to work
them). Cushions are needed too so we can pack them into the smaller pieces of
furniture — we don’t like sending air!! If anyone knows of a school or community
hall that are replacing their adult size stacking chairs, please let me have their
contact details.

Please contact Richard Peake 850374 before delivering to our house 1 Hall Close,
Henham during February.

11



Proud to be a leading independent
veterinary care provider since 1873

Bishop’s Stortford
Veterinary Hospital

Saffron Walden
Veterinary Clinic,

Rye Street, 77 Rowntree
Bishop’s Stortford, Way,
Hertfordshire, Saffron Walden,
CM23 2HA CB114BY
Tel: 01279 654108 Tel: 01799 522755

M 01799 513220 www.westonaquatics.co.uk n@westonaquatics

Weston Aquatics, Saffon Walden's only independent dedicated aquatic centre
Over 35 years experience in keeping and breeding many types of tropical fish

The Shop has 48 Aquariums full of a great variety of tropical
and coldwater fish. A dedicated Male Betta Rack showing 32
different types of Male Betta.

Aquarium potted plants always in stock, with fresh stocks in
weekly.

Live and frozen fish foods always available.
Aquariums kits available in different shapes and sizes.

Foods, medications, ornaments, gravels and rocks always
plenty of choice available.

Gift vouchers make a great present for the fish keeper.

Pond pumps, filters, pre cut liners, foods and medications in
stock throughout the Pond Season.

Unit 1 Goldhill House, 4 Hill Street (right next door to the Fire Station), Saffron Walden, Essex CB10 1EH




Stansted Mountfitchet U3A

www.u3asites.org.uk/stansted/home

Our Annual Christmas Lunch
was held on December 15%.
Some eighty members braved
the snow, ice and freezing
conditions to enjoy the
warmth and hospitality of
Bury Lodge. What a joyous [l
party it turned out to be, full of [

festive fun with seasonal
music playing, an enjoyable
meal, some wonderful raffle
prizes, and convivial
company. Our thanks go to
Teresa and her team at Bury
Lodge for their hospitality and
to Gill and Bob Dean who so
ably organised the whole
event. It proved a fitting finale to a wonderful year for Stansted Mountfitchet u3a.

The General Meeting on 16™ February is entitled “Medieval Maldon”. With busy
quays, substantial housing, flourishing artisan guilds and even a royal mint in the
early years, Maldon in the Middle Ages was a prosperous port at the mouth of the
Blackwater. Local resident and amateur historian Dennis Eraut will increase our
appreciation of an often-overlooked small town.

Last year our membership increased by 20% so we have been encouraged to
introduce several new interest groups for 2023 including “Antiques and
Collectibles”, “Geography”, a new “Walking” group and a “Singles Group”, a
social group aimed specifically at people on their own.

The first Saturday Seminar of 2023 will be held on 25" February. Called “Old
Russia to European State: a history of conflict between Ukraine”, it is timed to
recognise the first anniversary of the Russian invasion of Ukraine and Russia.
David Morson will be exploring the history of the relationship between Russia
and Ukraine to give some insights into what lies behind this tragic conflict. The
Seminar will be held at the Free Church Hall, Chapel Hill, Stansted, CM24 8AG.
Members should book their tickets from Ticket Source, £7 each although a few
may be for sale at the February General meeting for members without internet
access.

Anne White 07874 388541
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m mediacoms

AUDIO VISUAL. DATA.
Aerial Satellite AV Security

o Aerial Installations

e Sky Installations & Subscriptions
e CCTV & Security Alarms

e Freesat Installations & Receivers
e Audio Visual Installations

e Multiroom Music & TV Distribution
e Wireless & Wired Networks

e TV Wall Mounting Services

® Family Run Business

] dietall) Sy oo (0]

Approved

Membership No: R1145.

01279 656 983 - 0800 587 2556

Unit |, Suite 1 Peek Business Centre, Woodside Industrial Estate, Bishops Stortford CM23 5RG

Wireless Security

Intruder alarms Intruder alarms have never been so

EDIA simple to install,
[T ST Gt CeaT

Mediacoms uses the latest

. h = technology to keep you & your

—_ h property secure.

YOUR HOME AND COMMERCIAL SECURITY INSTALLER
ALARMS CCTV DOORENTRY GATE AUTOMATION

www.mediacoms.co.uk info@mediacoms.co.uk




News From The Gardens of Eastern Lodge

We have been working hard on pruning, tree planting and other winter jobs and
are now looking forward to re-opening the Gardens for the snowdrop season. In
2022 it was wet in February, and we had to cancel two of the planned snowdrop
days, so we have our fingers firmly crossed for decent weather and ground
conditions and for the snowdrops to be at their best on time (despite the
unseasonably mild start to 2023)!

On the Sunday Snowdrop Open Days, on 12 and 19 February, we will have our
full offer. Visitors will enjoy the vistas of snowdrops in the Bosquet, in the front
of the Gardens, the Glade and in the Walled
Kitchen Garden. The Trust’s volunteers
will provide hot and cold drinks,
bacon/cheese/hummus rolls, homemade
soup, and homemade cakes. There will be a
plant stall and snowdrops in the green for
sale. Gates open at 11.00, last entry 3.00pm,
gates close at 4.00pm.

On Thursday Snowdrop Days, on 16 and 23 February, the Gardens of
neighbouring Warwick House are not open to visitors, but there is still lots of
space for visitors and their well-behaved dogs on leads and lots of snowdrops of
course! The Trust’s volunteers will provide hot and cold drinks and homemade
cakes; and snowdrops in the green will be on sale. Gates open at 11.00, last entry
2.00pm, gates close at 3.00pm.

For more information go to our website www.eastonlodge.co.uk. Tickets will be

available in advance through Trybooking.com and any not sold in advance will
be available on the Gate. Advance tickets will be refunded if the Trust has to
cancel the Snowdrop Day.

Jill Goldsmith

THE GARDENS OF

EASTON LODGE




Award
winning care
homes

Mountfitchet House care home
Stansted
careuk.com/mountfitchet-house

Our highly trained care home teams are
specialists in residential, nursing,
dementia and respite care. With some of
the highest care ratings in the UK, we're
here to help you and your family at every
step of your journey.

If you're considering care, call Jade on
01279 887132 or email
jade.rackham@careuk.com

Inspected and rated
Outstanding 7y

Trusted to care. gzem

careuk O



Ugley WI

Elizabethan spoons, bronze age knives and clay pipes were just a few of Gordon
Bailey, our November speaker’s favourite things which he brought with him to
illustrate his fascinating talk. His witty, entertaining and informative talk at an
end, he invited us to go and have a closer look and even handle the treasures!

Our December meeting took the form of a festive tea during which we celebrated
member Marion Pretty’s 90" birthday and enjoyed musical entertainment by “3’s
Company’ a brilliant trio who regaled us with songs from all eras ranging from
“I’ve got rhythm” to “Chatanooga Choo Choo” and with a nod to the
W.I.’Calendar Girl” Then came the festive part of their programme when we
joined in with the perennial favourites including ‘Jingle Bell Rock’ and the Bing
Crosby hit “White Christmas’

The festive finale to a brilliant afternoon was provided by one of Santa’s elves
who presented each of us with a gift from her capacious sack. Thus bringing yet
another year of friendship and fun to a close.

Our February meeting to be held on Wednesday 15" February in Ugley Village
Hall will start at the earlier time of 2pm. Tim Turner formerly of Sworders will
be entertaining us with ‘Royal Memories’, Why not come along and join us for
the afternoon. You’d be most welcome!

Andrea Fitt
01279815922.

Contacts for Hall Bookings in Henham

Church Hall ~ Isobel Brooks 01279 850354

OSCA Judy Hughes 01279 850948 0r 0775 2292479
Village Hall  Elaine Randall 01279 851893 or
henhamvillagehall@btinternet.com

HUSCH 01279 850213 or admin@henhamugley.essex.sch.uk
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STANLEY MOTORS

PN

A
Servicing * MOT ¢ General Repairs
Covered Car Transport

Unit 7, Chickney Hall Farm, Thaxted Road, Broxted,
Great Dunmow, Essex CM6 2BY

Tel: 01279 850901 « Mobile: 07831 372844
John@stanleymotors.co.uk

CalMech Contractors

Heating Engineers and Boiler Specialists

Chris Wood (07900) 069663

Gas and Oil Heating and Plumbing Solutions.
Gas and 0Oil Boilers, Renewables - Heat Pumps & Solar Thermal.

Domestic and Commercial Work Undertaken.

Single and Multi Stage Oil Burners.
New Installations, Servicing and Fault Finding.
Licensed with the Gas Safe Register and Oftec Competent Person Schemes.
Licensed to Install and Service Unvented Hot Water Systems.
Fully Transparent Pricing.

Fully Insured P/L up to £2,000,000.

Available for Service; Monday - Sunday (0600 - 1800).

.g References, Registration Docs and License Numbers Available upon request. &

Registered
Business




Henham Tennis Club News

Firstly a sincere thank you to Simon Price for his report in my absence last
month. Delving back through the archives I was very surprised to say the least,
to find that the first report I ever wrote was in December 2007!..although the first
regular ones didn’t start until the September of that year. As far as I can recall I
hadn’t actually missed a month, certainly not in recent times, until January
2023!..when we were holidaying in South Africa (for a wedding) and Namibia;
not ideal places to be carrying a laptop!

As well as missing the club Christmas Dinner, family commitments prevented
me joining in the entertainment at the Tinsel Tournament the day after Boxing
Day. By all accounts there was a commendable turn out of members and a great
time was had by all. Thanks to all participants especially to ‘Jester’ Dave
(Reynolds) and Simona (who??..quoting Vanessa “for a really fun
tournament...with some unexpectedly quirky rules...not forgetting the delicious
mulled wine and nibbles.””) What can a quirky rule be I hear you say! Well, [ am
reliably informed that the players were asked to a) play with wooden rackets (at
least one player on each side), b) serve under arm, c) play one game without
. volleying, d) play a game when you had
. to serve and volley (interesting!) and e)
all of the above...in one game!?!?
7 Congratulations to the three joint
2 winners: Louisa Layer, Fiona Price and
. Gary King....all of whom must surely
claim to be the winner of Henham’s Got
8 Talent! Fortunately the ‘big freeze’
came and went, miraculously allowing
s the tennis to proceed!

Jester” Dave with some of his merry band of
players!

I know it’s a bit late but may I wish you
all a belated Happy New Year. No doubt not only have your New Year
Resolutions been made, but quite possibly broken or dismissed by now, which
leads me on to another train of thought. What are the big tennis questions for
2023? With the Australian Open possibly done and dusted by the time you read
this, will Nadal’s body have held up? It seems his body is becoming increasingly
reluctant and it may not be too long before he follows his great rival into
retirement! However, he did win two Grand Slam titles in 2022 taking his tally to
22 major singles titles, and who knows, he just might have added the 23™!? Will
Wimbledon allow Russians to play this year? Wimbledon faces a sensitive
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G. J. COX Farm and Forestry
All tree work undertaken including
Stump Grinding * Hedge Cutting * Fencing and Clearing

Firewood, Lawn Turf, Topsoil and Garden Mulch Supplied
The Wood Yard, Henham 01279 850495 Free estimates

O Pike’s Plumbing & Heating

222349
If you're looking for a plumber or heating engineer,
Pike’s Plumbing & Heating can help.

Whether it’s an emergency, simple problem or you're
thinking about installing a new washing machine,
bathroom or gas heating system give me a call = I'm
available when you need me 24/7.

No Call-Out Charges & Free Quotations

Mobile: 07889 140035 Craig Pike - Owner
Email: info@pikesph.co.uk Electrins_ __ F’Iumbipg
Web: www.pikesph.co.uk s f’ , f

Kitchen Design - Kitchen Supply - Kitchen Installation
//\ Get in touch today for a free quote
We are experienced and certified
Cl \MWOO D www.camwoodhome.co.uk

HOME IMPROVEMENTS Office: 01279 814296 Mobile: 07714 300920
Email: camwoodhome@outlook.com




decision in the coming months as the war in Ukraine shows no sign of ending.
Will Emma Raducanu find some consistency? After a year riddled with frequent
injuries (and coaching changes) she said “My biggest goal in 2023 is to be more
injury free.” I might just echo those sentiments myself! As it stands she hasn’t
started off too well in that respect. Then there is the conundrum of Andy Murray;
is it possible he can win another slam? Maybe, maybe not but he is certainly at
ease with those interviews. I couldn’t resist sharing his answer in an interview
conducted by brother Jamie. To the question: what is your favourite Christmas
carol, Andy replied: “When Santa got stuck up the chimney.”!! Not exactly a
correct answer me thinks!

What are the burning questions in Henham though? Who will be the Henham
Champions? Will there be a Ladies Singles Champion this year? Come on Ladies,
there are so many aspiring ladies playing now that the tournament is crying out
for all you rusty rackets to enter into some fun and competitive match play. If
enough of you enter there could even be a Plate Competition for first and second
round losers, as is the case with the Pick” n Mix Tournament. Will there be a
‘breakthrough’ junior to stun us all? Will the numbers attending club nights break
all records? Will the summer be another scorcher? Will we all have fun keeping
fit playing tennis? A resounding YES is what we need for the months ahead.
Many of you I am sure will remember David and Christine Butterworth who
were staunch members of the club for many years during the 1980’s. It is with
great sadness I learnt that David died suddenly just before Christmas. He and
Christine were an essential part of the tennis family during those years, playing
regularly in matches and social events. For the record, 1987 was David’s
highlight year as he won both the Men’s Singles Championship plus the Men’s
Doubles title (partnering Norman Elson). David was a loyal supporter of Oldham
Athletic and I had the pleasure of attending a couple of matches with him against
my local team, Swindon Town sitting in the Director’s Box! David’s father being
a Director of Oldham at the time. On one occasion I was playing with him in a
friendly match on a Saturday afternoon and Oldham were engaged in an
important cup tie, so David played the match plugged in to his ‘Walkman’ so as
not to miss THE match!! As his partner on this occasion I soon learnt that GOAL
(true or false) actually meant YOURS!! As I remember there were certainly a few
hold ups in the match...the tennis one that is! Those were the days. Thank you
for the memories and may you rest in peace.

Our sincere condolences go to Christine and their daughters, Katherine and
Susan, at this sad time.

John G Smith

16



Friday 31st March

7pm for 7:30pm start
at OSCA, Henham

N, Hosted by Ollie Bullett

Bring your own food
and drink!

per person

Raffle prizes to be won!

Henham, Bishop's Stortford CM22 6AT

Registered with
FUNDRAISING
@ REGULATOR

Register at: P o
accuro.org.uk/events
reg charity no: 1094736

o Accuro (Care Services) (@accuroessex o @accuroessex
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The Village Calendar 2023

Please let us know of any future events that we can include in the village calendar,
email henhandragon@hotmail.com or contact one of the committee members
(phone numbers on the contents page)

February

Thursday | 2™ Henham  Parish  Council | OSCA 7.30pm
meeting

Saturday |4™ Book Sale OSCA 10am — 4pm

Saturday |18™ Afternoon Teas OSCA 2pm - 4pm

March

Saturday | 18" Afternoon Teas OSCA 2pm - 4pm

Friday 31 Quiz night, see page opposite OSCA 7.15pm

April

Saturday | 15" Afternoon Teas OSCA 2pm - 4pm

Sunday 23 Tennis Club Pick and Mix Finals | Henham Courts

May

Saturday | 20™ Afternoon Teas OSCA 2pm - 4pm

June

Saturday 17t Afternoon Teas OSCA 2pm - 4pm

July

Saturday | 15" Afternoon Teas OSCA 2pm - 4pm

August

Saturday 19t Afternoon Teas OSCA 2pm - 4pm

September

Saturday 16t Afternoon Teas OSCA 2pm - 4pm

October

Saturday | 21% Afternoon Teas OSCA 2pm - 4pm

November

Friday 10t Henham Christmas Market

Saturday | 25" Afternoon Teas OSCA 2pm - 4pm

December
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CAMBRIDGEJCONCOURS

CLEAN ¢« RESTORE o PROTECT
UNIT 8 GOLDS NURSERIES BUSINESS PARK, ELSENHAM, CM22 6JX

Services for:
CARS — BOATS — AIRCRAFT — FURNITURE — BAGS — SHOES — ACCESSORIES & JACKETS

Leather Repair types:
RIPS — TEARS — FADING — CRACKING — SCUFFS — SPLIT SEAMS — SCRATCHES — COLOUR REVIVAL

Other Services:
PAINT PROTECTION FILM — CERAMIC CAR COATINGS — MACHINE POLISHING -
ALLOY WHEELS REPAIR — CONVERTIBLE HOOD REPAIR AND REPLACEMENT —
CAR CARPET REPLACEMENT — DENT REPAIR — SCRATCH REPAIR — CLASSIC CAR INTERIORS —
WORKSHOPS & TRAINING — GIFT VOUCHERS

www.cambridgeconcours.com - info@cambridgeconcours.com —

07920 522005
FIND OUR LATEST WORK ON INSTAGRAM & FACEBOOK

CLEA S Qven Cleaning Spec’lal’\sts

OVEN

OVENS,

“co.uk

a %
o,
0 N LN
Find us on: ¥ s
X W
facebook. -
stwgmm The Associalion o MEMBER OF THE FEDERATION

Approved Oven Cleaners  OF SMALL BUSINESSES

Covering Sawbridgeworth, Harlow
Epping, Great Dunmow, Braintree,
Stansted, Bishop's Stortford and

surrounding areas.



Village Diary

Regular clubs and meetings

Mondays
9.00 - 10.00
10.00 - 12.00
6.45 - 8.00
7.00 - 9.00

Tuesdays
9.15-11.15
3.30 - 4.30
5.30- 6.15
6.00-7.15
6.15-7.20
7.20 - 8.20

Wednesdays
3.30 - 4:30
5.45-6.45
7.00 - 9.00
7.00 - 9.00

Thursdays
9.00 -10.00
10.00 -11.00
10.30 - 11.30
3:30 - 4:30
7.45-9.00

Fridays
9.00-10.30
5.45 - 6.45

Saturdays
Meet at 9.00
10.15-12.45

Sundays
2.00-4.00

am
pm
pm
pm
pm

pm
pm
pm

pm

pm

am

pm

Pilates

Tennis Ladies’ Rusty Racquets
Springbok Classes

Table Tennis Club

Badminton Club

Junior Tennis

Street & Com. Dance: Age 8-10
Cubs (term times)

Street & Com. Dance: Age 11+
Adult Dance Class

Junior Tennis
Beavers (term times)
Scouts (term times)
Badminton Club

Pilates

Pilates

Little Fishes (in term time)
Junior Tennis

Bell Ringing Practice

Tennis Ladies’ 2™ Team

Beavers (term times)

Omega Runners

Junior Tennis

Tennis Ladder

(matches permitting)

OSCA

Henham Tennis Courts
HUSCH

OSCA

HUSCH
Elsenham Courts
OSCA

OSCA

OSCA

OSCA

Henham Tennis Courts
OSCA

OSCA

HUSCH

OSCA

OSCA

Church Hall

Henham Tennis Courts
Henham Church

Henham Tennis Courts
OSCA

Outside Vision Fitness

Henham Tennis courts

Henham Tennis Courts

There are also various classes at the Vision Fitness Gym, please visit their website for further

details, visionfitnesshenham.co.uk
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’\ FLAT & PITCHED
EDF\ roorinc
Roofing Co SPECIALISTS

BASED IN HENHAM

07469 091001

www.edroofing.co.uk

Henham Village Shop & Post Office

L
~ = Village Shop
‘ Open seven days a week
(see back page for opening hours)

offering a full range of
competitively priced

products including:
Locally fresh baked bread
Beer, wine and spirits
Pre-ordered Sunday papers

Post Office
open 3 mornings every week
Monday, Wednesday & Friday: 9am to noon




Who likes talking about the weather?

I have been living in Henham for 40 years now since I got married to Linda and,
being involved all that time in a local agricultural supply firm (HAM or HACS as
some might know it in Little Hallingbury), I have taken a keen interest in the
weather. Nothing gets farmers more excitable than looking at the forecast to see
if they can work on the land in the next day or two. Wet periods disrupt drilling
(sowing) the new crop as well as messing up harvest by making it very expensive
to dry the wheat/barley down to 14% moisture (at this level it will store well) from
as high as 20% in some years. This may sound a mere trifle of a difference to the
uninitiated but it is very expensive to burn oil to heat the air to drive out the excess
moisture from a thousand tons of wheat. In contrast very dry (often hot) periods
as we had this last summer reduce yields and the farmer can do nothing but see
his hard earned crops wilt and wither though, thankfully not die completely.

I have taken rainfall records all the time we have been here and I wonder what
your perceptions are for that crucial part of our weather (I have not recorded
temperature throughout all that period unfortunately).

In Henham we have a yearly average rainfall of just over 25 inches (25.4cm per
inch for those not versed in proper imperial measures). This compares with a UK
average of double that. This is why in Essex we grow nearly 50% of our wheat
as quality bread making varieties whereas in the west they have too much rain at
harvest to regularly grow these varieties since wet harvests ruin the ‘hagberg’
values, which determines how the bread will rise during baking. On the Essex
coast one area gets only an annual average of 18 inches rain !!

My records reveal the wettest year was 2014 with 33.5 inches and the driest being
1996 with only 16.4 inches — quite a big difference I think you would agree. What
is your impression of the wettest months? Winter seems to be the worst as it
always seems to be wet, but this is false as we get a lot of drizzly days when the
grass never dries but delivers a miserly amount of rain. Actually June has been
the wettest over the 40 years with 2.63 inches compared with a monthly average
of 2.14 inches. The next wettest is October with 2.57 inches. The driest has been
February with only 1.25 inches.

Let’s look at the seasonal figures:-
Spring 5.5 inches. Autumn 6.9 inches.

Summer 7.2 inches. Winter 6.0 inches.
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Does that match your perceptions? The difference is that in late spring and into
summer we get torrential thunderstorms sometimes delivering 2 or more inches
in one day. How many will remember that day in August 1998 when a rain cloud
sat over Henham for 10 hours and delivered % inch per hour totaling (is that a
word!) 5 inches!!!! Amazingly 10 miles away the farmers were continuing to
harvest their wheat!!! That day our house came within 1 inch of being flooded
when the ditch at the rear of our garden could not take it. But in summer when
the sun shines after a big rain storm the grass soon dries and we can get on with
the BBQ and we soon forget how wet it was except when we tip out the bucket.

Snow always gets the children excited but in late February 2018 we got the ‘Beast
from the East’ with sub-zero conditions for days with blizzards piling up the snow
over the UK (as well as Henham). Thousands of sheep perished in the uplands as
they had not yet been brought in for lambing and 17 people died in the UK. Back
in February 1991 we had nearly 4 weeks of sub-zero night time temperatures in
Henham which dipped down to -10°C on the 7" with 10 inches of snow that day
which drifted horrendously and blocked all of the three roads leading out of the
village with feet deep of snow. It took nearly two days for the farmers to clear a
way through. Five days later we had another 4 inches which lasted for a further
few days. The village was so quiet with no traffic and a perfect blanket of snow
everywhere. It was amazing how many residents discovered the village shop for
the first time on those cold days. Similarly the same happened last month just
before Christmas when we only got two inches of snow.

I hope you have enjoyed this trip down memory lane and that another weather
buff will be able to recount in 40 years’ time to a new audience what we are now
experiencing in the ups & downs of our Essex weather.

Richard Peake

Afternoon Teas
OSCA 2pm-4pm, Saturday 18th February.

If you live alone or spend a lot of time alone, please join us at the Afternoon Teas,
for tea, sandwiches, homemade cakes and scones. Followed by a short Christian
message.

All are most welcome. Please contact either Annabel Cottam 850257 or Olive
Leader 850102 if you would like to join us for the first time.
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In The Garden

Well Dear Reader, here we are in February 2023, only a couple of weeks of
meteorological winter to go and we will officially be in Spring. I know that March
and even April can still bring adverse weather conditions, but I always feel better
knowing that the worst is (hopefully) behind us.

In the flower beds, this is your last chance to cut back any of the perennials you
may have missed. If you have already done this, now is the time to apply a top
dressing to boost the nutrients in the soil. I use “Blood, Fish & Bone”, but you
can use bone meal or anything similar. Just sprinkle it by hand, applying it as
evenly as you can. There is no need to fork or hoe it in, as the rain will wash it
into the soil. With the ground as soft as it is at the moment, weeding is a much
easier task and extremely important. With the beds having been cleared, it is
easier to clear the weeds away.

If you have heated propagators, you can get an early start by sowing tomato seeds
now. On sunny days, open the greenhouse for a few hours in the day for
ventilation, but close the doors mid-afternoon to let the heat come back up in the
sun. There are also many hardy annuals that can be started now. Busy Lizzies are
a good example. Many people find them difficult to grow from seed, but after
many different attempts, I seem to have found a method which works (fingers
crossed)! Fill a seed tray with a good seed or multi-purpose compost. Sow the
seeds finely all over the surface (broadcast), then cover with a light covering of
vermiculite. Place the tray either in a heated propagator, or on a heat mat. If you
are using a propagator, check regularly for germination and prick out as soon as
the plants are big enough to handle. If you leave them for too long they will go
spindly. Other plants you can start from seed now include Carnations and Pinks,
Nicotiana, Antirrhinums and Canna. Soak Canna seeds in water overnight to
soften the hard coating.

Summer flowering Clematis can be pruned now. Cut them back quite hard, to
about 30 cm (12 inches) from the ground, making the cut just above a pair of
buds. Similarly, Winter Jasmine can be cut back as soon as it finishes flowering.
Cut back shoots which have flowered by about half. Try to avoid days when a
hard frost is predicted.

I have a feeling that, having had yet another relatively warm winter, the Daffodils
will be coming through early again this year, so keep a careful lookout when
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MORTGAGES

Local INDEPENDENT consultant, FREE no obligation review.

GEORGE PETCH

(01279) 850404 or (07867) 502935
george.petch@bwmitd.org

Your home may be repossessed if you do not keep up repayments on your Mortgage.

Beaulieu Wealth Management Ltd is an Appointed Representative of Quilter Mortgage Planning Ltd
which is authorised and regulated by The Financial Conduct Authority

D. BONNEY & SONS MANUDEN
MOTOR VEHICLE ENGINEERS

MOT Testing Diesel and Catalyst

ALL MAKES OF VEHICLES SERVICED INCLUDING
FOUR WHEEL DRIVES
TRW BRAKE CENTRE
CALOR GAS STOCKIST
WELDING AND CHASSIS REPAIRS
SELECTION OF USED CARS

WE HELP YOU, THE MOTORIST, WITH A CHEAPER LABOUR RATE
GUARANTEED WORKMANSHIP
FREE COLLECTION AND DELIVERY IN LOCAL AREA

PLEASE RING MALC, NEIL or CRAIG on
Bishops Stortford (01279) 813315 or 815946

The Ironing Service

Reliable Local Family Business since 1992
Collection and Delivery
Telephone: 01279 850602

Q




weeding if you are using a hoe. After all, you don’t want to chop the tips off the
leaves, do you?

Each year, I keep an area of what I call “Wild Garden”. This is simply an area
where you don’t cut the grass and you let things develop naturally. I say “I”, but
this was actually my wife’s idea and I must confess I was not too keen on it
originally. Over the past few years, however, I have grown (excuse the pun) to
appreciate it and even develop the idea. I think it is important that you
demonstrate that a wild area is intentional and not just an excuse not to cut the
grass in that part of the garden and so I cut clear paths around and through the
area. I have also tried to enhance the area by planting loads of Daffodil,
Snakehead Fritillaria and Anemone bulbs randomly. To achieve a random effect,
I find the best way is to throw a handful of bulbs on the ground and plant them
where they land. Unfortunately, by late July or early August, the area is starting
to look very untidy and that is when I cut it down and bring it back to grass.

It's time for another of my “Not a lot of people know that” moments. Anyone who
grows Broad Beans knows that blackfly is probably the biggest problem. Like
Vampires, they suck the life blood out of the plants voraciously. One way to
alleviate the problem is to pinch out the top three or four inches of new growth
once the plant has reached a reasonable size. If you don’t get the timing right,
however, your efforts will be wasted. An easier way is to plant a few cloves of
garlic in between the rows of beans. You won’t smell the garlic unless the leaves
are crushed, but the sensitive sense of smell of the blackfly will deter them and
hopefully send them off to pastures new.

I know I’m spoiling you dear Reader, but I have yet another tip for you. With
Spring approaching, it won’t be long before those annoying Dandelions start to
appear. If you don’t want to risk using weedkiller on your precious lawn, or are
afraid of breaking the root underground by trying to pull them out, a little table
salt poured into the centre of the plant will do the trick. This will slowly burn the
weed out within a couple of days.

Well, I think that’s enough excitement for you for this month dear Reader. I'm
torn between going for a lie down in a darkened room or dodging the rain and
going to do some work in the greenhouse. In either case, I shall leave you in peace
to mull over this month’s pearls of wisdom and as usual, wish you “Happy
Gardening” until next month.

Norman Elson
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Nac Registered
No Mess
Fully Insured, Local

07918 708626
0800 112 3600

www.stephenschimneysweep.co.uk
Stove Installations Bird Cowls
Hetas Registered

Luxury Toilet Hire (UK) Ltd

Whether you are arranging a wedding,
private party or corporate event, let
Luxury Toilet Hire (UK) Ltd
provide you with the perfect
toilet facility to make your occasion
a memorable success.

Tel: 01279 504638 or 01371 873003

Web: www.luxurytoilethireltd.co.uk

Email: info@Iluxurytoilethire.co.uk

We also hire out mobile fridge and
freezer trailers.

CHIROPODIST

Mrs Julie Golden
HPC Registered/State Registered
Home Visiting Practice
Est.1994

Home Spirit
Dunmow Road
Takeley
Bishop’s Stortford
CM22 6SH
01279 873492
07916 075451
A professional service
at a competitive price

Building & Plumbing
Services

For a friendly reliable service
contact

Graham Sheffield

Telephone: 01371 223100
www.gscraft.co.uk

® Brickwork e Bathrooms

® Plastering Installed

e Patios e Showers

e CeramicTiling © Radiators

e Electrics e Pumps

e Interior/Exterior ® Drainage
Painting
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The Hundred Parishes Society

www.hundredparishes.org.uk

Flowering snowdrops are a welcome sight in early February. Although not native
to this country, these spring-flowering bulbs were planted in churchyards from
the 16th century onwards. As their seeds are dispersed by ants, they have become
naturalised in suitable locations such as hedgerows. Snowdrops carpet parts of
Hatfield Forest and the gardens of Audley End and Easton Lodge where visitors
can admire them; smaller clusters will be present in most of the churchyards
around the Hundred Parishes.
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Snowdrops are easily seen, but other early spring flowers will follow them as the
days lengthen. Yellow-flowered primroses, winter aconites and lesser celandines
appear alongside sweet violets. All these flowers produce pollen and nectar, vital
food for early-foraging honeybees, queen bumblebees and other insects. Surveys
of churchyards indicate they can be havens for wildflowers often supporting
species which have become rare in the wider countryside.

The Botanical Society of Britain and Ireland organises a wildflower hunt to record
what is in flower at the start of the year. The aim is to record how flowers are
responding to a warming climate. Enthusiasts search their local area, noting what
is in flower. This year, the number of species recorded within the Hundred
Parishes was much reduced, almost certainly due to the wintry weather
experienced in December.
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More flowers will bloom as spring advances, so I encourage you to enjoy one or
more of the walks or open gardens listed on www.hundredparishes.org.uk - or
visit your local churchyard. If you are able, take some photos of what is in flower
to share with friends or family or post them on Facebook, perhaps on The Hundred

Parishes Facebook group.Tricia Moxey, Trustee
Henham Table Tennis news

Tournament report The first annual Henham Dragons table tennis mixed
doubles tournament took place at OSCA hall on the last Friday of the year.
All couples played each other in a round robin league, best of five games and the
top two couples played in the final for the trophies.

The experience of Dave Reynolds and Sue Stewart who were unbeaten in all
matches on the day overcame the two youngsters, brother and sister Isaac and
Beth Wilson to claim victory by three games to nil, good play and fun was had by
all that took part on the day.

League report Henham table tennis club have entered the Harlow league this
year and after a slow start in a very competitive league, we are starting to grind
out some good results and with 10 of the 18 matches left in the season I am
confident of climbing up the league, the league squad consists of myself, Dave
Reynolds, Brian Brooks, Alex and Louisa Layer, Ali Maxwell and Isaac Wilson.

Club nights Every Monday evening, the table tennis club sessions are held at

C— : p OSCA hall between
\ \ l / / 7pm  and  9pm,
D : ' everyone is welcome
\ \\ ¥ / Yy
: ' \ ’

Z to come, the cost is £3
W /74

‘ per evening, we are
currently running two
tables.

{
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Peter Brown
Henham Table
Tennis Secretary
W ® 101 07968-126265



District Councillor Report

As Leader and Chair of the Community Achievement Awards Working Group.
Petrina was honoured to be asked,in January, to celebrate the heroes in our
district, for their hundreds of hours of volunteering work. Clir Asker presented
the awards and Petrina, as Chair of the Committee which decides the awards was
delighted to address the gathering. We are extremely fortunate to have so many
people in Uttlesford who give up their time for others. This awards event is really
important as it highlights what a vital contribution volunteers make to our lives
every day - the value they bring to their communities is inspirational. This list
included the Henham Dragon Editorial team, nominated by Henham Parish
Council. A well-deserved accolade.

There is good news regarding the five years’ housing land supply values which
are relevant under the NPPF (as it currently stands) linked to a “presumption in
favour of sustainable development” which is applicable unless five years’ supply
can be demonstrated. The updated value of 4.89 years as of 1 April 2022 has been
published recently. We have noted that planning applicants who have submitted
applications recently are still referring to the prior data, but the UDC
Development Management team are, we understand including on the planning
application portal the updated position so that any reader of it can familiarise
themselves with the accurate position. Applicants are still using UDC for their
planning decisions and we will continue to refuse if we feel it is not the right
development. Of course, the Appeal route is still available.

Disappointingly without consultation, we have been informed that the ECC-
funded Highways Rangers Service will end on/around April. We are aware it is
a service valued by so many, sadly we have been unable secure alternative
funding. We will seek to redeploy the valued and hard working Highways
Rangers staff into other roles within UDC. May we also ask that potholes are
reported to Essex Highways. Hall Rd leading to the airport is becoming more
dangerous and needs addressing.

To help with the cost-of-living crisis, visit www.uttlesford.gov.uk/cost-of-living.

Our Surgery this month is Thurs 16" February at 19.00 at Orwell House, Station
rd, Elsenham. We are always available via telephone/zoom or surgery.

Petrina Lees
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Heating Plumbing Renewables  Bathrooms
More thau just a service

Call us for all your Home, Business
and Commercial requirements
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www.shelfordheating.co.uk

T: 01223 833426 E: salesldshelfordheating.co.uk

ROSEWELL
Windows & Doors Ltd
* Replacement Windows & Doors ¢ Bifold Doors ® Glass & Glazing Service

* Secondary Glazing ® Roof Lanterns ® Double Glazing Repairs
 CERTASS Approved

Please contact: Mark - 07734 885582 Liam - 07790 482450

Your tax and accounts made simple
We speacialise Tax, Accounts, Payroll, CIS and More

Free Initial Consultation ® .
L LEEC LT E SR Call 017997 96447 or visit O
The Accountancy and Tax Service for Small Business 54 High St’ Saffron Walden CB1 0 1EE.




The way you vote is changing

The government has introduced new voter security measures which means, for
the first-time, voters will have to show photo ID at the polling station.

Acceptable ID will include a passport, photo driving licence and a national
concessionary bus pass. The full list will be available on the back of the poll card.

If you do not have any of the ID required, you can apply for a Voter Authority
Certificate that will be posted direct to your registered address. Full details of this
process will be published in January.

The next elections to take place will be the local council elections on Thursday 4
May 2023.

You need to be on the electoral register to vote in elections and it may also be
helpful when you want to get credit for things such as a mortgage or loan.

Please note that paying council tax does not automatically add you to the electoral
register.

The easiest way to register is to go online. Visit www.gov.uk/register-to-vote.

Poll cards are changing.

A poll card will be sent to all registered electors at the end of March. These will
now be A4 sized and delivered in an envelope. The poll card is still for information
purposes and not a requirement for voting.

Polling stations will be open 7am to 10pm on Thursday 4 May 2023 — however,
if you would prefer you can apply for a postal or proxy vote. You can download
the application form from our website or contact email us at
elections@uttlesford.gov.uk or call on 01799 510510.

Further information can be found by visiting these sites;

www.uttlesford.gov.uk/local-elections-2023

www.electoralcommission.org.uk.
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My Great Great Grandmother’s recipe for
Green Tomato Chutney

I found this recipe in my grandmother’s recipe book and then noticed she had
added that it was her grandmothers’ recipe!

Last year, I used the recipe to use up my green tomatoes and served it on Boxing
Day when it was much appreciated with the usual cold meats and bubble and
squeak! It is amazing how recipes remain relevant; I thought I would share it with
you. It certainly brought back fond memories and I hope my children will
continue the tradition. In places, it is a little vague but that leaves room for
imagination. I made a second batch with cashews and sultanas.

Three pounds of tomatoes, slice, sprinkle with salt and leave for 24 hours, drain
well

Three large apples (cored and chopped)

Three large onions, chopped

One ounce garlic, optional

Three shallots, chopped

One and a quarter pound of demerara sugar

Half a teaspoon of ginger, pepper and of mustard

Vinegar to cover

Cook all together for two hours
Add half a teaspoon of Cayenne pepper when cool

Miranda Roberts
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Daisy May’s Farm
Hall Road, Elsenham, CM22 6DN

What a year 2022 was! It was lovely to see so many of you throughout the year
and you just loved ‘Chicks@home,” ‘Love a Lamb’ and ‘Cuddle a Kid’.
These all went down a storm and we will be repeating them again this year and
more.

What a fabulous summer we had, and it was great to have you staying at our
wild campsite on our farm and we look forward to welcoming you back this
summer!

Our beach by the river was brilliant fun especially as it was so hot, but for the
time being, you need to get your wellies out because you just know it’s going to
be muddy. Come and enjoy the Woodland Trail, our arts and crafts, the play
area, the Snack Shack, but most of all.... our lovely animals! We have a great
variety of animals from cute bunnies and guinea pigs to our ponies and pigs and
we also have sheep, goats, owls, rheas, ducks, geese, all sorts of chickens and of
course, their cute babies.

Blow those cobwebs away with a visit to our farm and see what has been going
on over the winter and what we have planned for 2023.

Do keep an eye on our Facebook page for updates and to see what is going on,
particularly for our half-term shenanigans!

Thank you so much for your support and we look forward to seeing you again
soon.
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ﬁCastl?" Looking for a Private/

DentalWN |INHS Dentist call us 01279 815166

Castle Dental is taking Private | Denplan | NHS Patients
(subject to availability)

Offering hygienist services, cosmetic and implant surgery

Open Monday to Friday 8.30 am - 5.00pm

Private Saturday and late evening appointments available

Castle Dental, Castle Maltings, Stansted, Essex, CM24 8XG

For a friendly reliable service

Just Ask.......
GARY KING
- Home : 01279 850001
ALL ASPECTS OF DIY Mb : 07951452602
NO JOB TOO SMALL g.king962@btinternet.com

Glynns Sweeps
Chimney Sweep Service

Clean - Efficient
Vacuum - Brush

TEL 01279 424983

www.glynnschimneysweeps.com info@glynnschimneysweeps.com

Foot Health Professional  Sue Leech vicrur marp

General Treatment and Preventative Care
Nail cutting, Corn, Callus, Orthotics and more

Local Home Visits & Clinic 9 Mill Road, Henham CM22 6AD
Mob: 07881 942 836 Email: sjlslah@icloud.com




Uttlesford Citizens Advice

Emily, Ali and Sarah - our dedicated Energy Specialists, can help residents with
any of the following:

* Energy Bills

* Winter benefits

* Cold weather payments

* Fuel debts

* Emergency support

* Qil Clubs

* Warm home discount scheme
* Problems with damp and mould
* Energy efficiency measures

* Home improvement grants

* Priority services register

* And more!

They can be reached by calling 01799 618858

Or emailing warmhomes@uttlesfordca.org.uk

You can also make a secure referral through Uttlesford Frontline.

Uttlesford Citizens Advice are here to help from home. We review all email
messages on help@uttlesfordca.org.uk every working day and can also receive
voicemail messages from 01799 618840. We have a team of staff and volunteers
that will contact you via email or phone - please be aware however that the number
we call on will be blocked and we only will call you if you have specifically asked
for help from us.
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TouchPoint Stansted Mountfitchet

TouchPoint is a community hub in Stansted Mountfitchet. It is run by a team of
volunteers. The aim is to help connect people who need support with those that
can offer it, in a friendly and welcoming space. Their community has so much to
offer in terms of skills, knowledge, and experience.

TouchPoint run a community Foodshare, available to all in the community. Check
their website for details of timings.

At the heart of the centre is the Touchpoint Community café. It is a friendly and
relaxing spot, open on Thursdays from 1lam-5pm, and Fridays 8.30 to 12pm.

TouchPoint host regular sessions with partner organisations including those able
to advise on debt management and budgeting, access to employment and
developing digital skills.

They have a wonderful community garden cared for entirely by volunteers.
Find out more at https://theTouchPoint.org , or one of our sessions at Crafton
Green House, 72 Chapel hill, Stansted Mountfitchet, CM23 8AQ

TouchPoint would welcome volunteers, contact us on 07572 114882 or
info@thetouchpoint.org

HENHAM COMMUNITY SHOP
High quality locally sourced produce from your village shop,
all at competitive prices

CAN YOU HELP US WITH YOUR TIME?

The village shop needs volunteers to serve in the shop.
The vacancies are Fridays 11am to 1pm on alternate weeks
and Saturdays 11am to 1pm for one week in every six weeks.

If you can help, please contact Linda on 01279 850374
We are open Monday to Friday 9am to 1pm and 2pm to 4.30pm
plus Saturdays 9am to 1pm and Sundays 9.30am to 12.30pm.
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THE COCK INN
HENHAM

OPENING HOURS

Monday & Tuesday - closed
Wednesday and Thursday 12pm to 3pm and 5pm to 11pm
Friday & Saturday 12pm to 11pm
Sunday - 12pmto 7pm

FOOD SERVED

Wednesday to Saturday - 12pm to 2pm and 6pm to 9pm
Sunday - 12pmto 4pm

To book a table
email: bookings@thecockinnhenham.co.uk
Phone 01279 850347
For information about special events each month please see

website: www.thecockinnhenham.co.uk

Facebook page: The Cock Inn Public House, Henham
Instagram: cockinnathenham




REFUSE COLLECTION FOR FEBRUARY
Brown, black and green bin collections are made in most of Henham on
Thursdays but there are a few areas where collections are made on

Tuesdays.
BROWN BIN (kitchen leftovers) collected every week
BLACK BIN (non-recyclables) Thursday 9%, 2374
GREEN BIN (recyclables) Thursday 2nd, 16™
GREEN GARDEN WASTE Thursday 2nd, 16™

Village Shop & Post Office Opening Hours
Post Office:- Open Mon, Wed & Friday 9am to 12 noon
Shop:- Monday to Friday 9am to 1pm and 2pm to 4.30pm
Saturday 9am to 1pm, Sunday 9.30am to 12.30pm
Telephone 850644

Deadline for submitting articles for the March edition is Sunday 12%
February. Please send your contributions to Wendy Hogg by email as an
attachment to henhamdragon @hotmail.com

Editorial policy is to use Times New Roman font size of 14 points on A4 paper
with left and right margins of 2.5cm. Different fonts and sizes are acceptable but
may be changed to ensure the final article is easy to read. The committee reserves
the right to edit contributions and does not take responsibility for the information
given or the views expressed in The Dragon, nor is any culpability accepted for
work undertaken by the advertisers.

Advertising Rates
Rates for one-off advertisements in the Dragon are as follows:-
Full page £60.00, Half page £30.00, Quarter page £20.00
Small ads (non-commercial) placed by village residents £5.00.
Village functions and charity fundraising events are advertised free.

We are now taking enquiries for the advertising year from April 2023 to
March 2024. Contact Sheena Bigland on 01279 850373 or email
henhamdragon@hotmail.com for details. Annual advertising must be
placed by mid-February

Printed by CZ Design&Print, Southmill Trading Centre, Bishop's Stortford CM23 3DY
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Rothwells 01638 428 060 / 01223 832 928
Carpet Cleaning www.Rothwells.biz

Carpet, Stone Floor, Upholstery & Rug Cleaning
Rothwell’s has been in business since 1993.

Our large truck mounted machines mean more cleaning
& drying power for the best results possible.
Members of both the NCCA and TACCA.

100% satisfaction or it's FREE.

Professional Painting and Decorating Services with
many years experience

Our services cover:

¢ Internal Decorating External Painting

« Slate & tile sealing + maintenance

* Wood floor lacquering

¢ Free detailed quotations and references available
Call... Office: 01279 817282

Andy Richardson Mobile: 07980 439924

Email: adadecorating@googlemail.com
www.adadecorating.co.uk

DANIEL ROBINSON & SONS

Independent Family Funeral Directors & Monumental Masons

® A professional, caring, 24 hour service

® Competitive pricing policy
. PtTIO‘/":y
® Arrangements in the comfort of your own b> N
home if preferred SAIF

. ,
m Private Chapel of Rest
e Pre-payment Plans e CHo RS

. ® Fleet of air conditioned limousines &
horse drawn funerals

79/81 South Street www.drobinson.co.uk
BISHOP S STORTFORD Celebrating 130 Years of
01279 655477 Service to the Community




MOWTIVATED

TREE SURGERY & GROUNDS MAINTENANCE

AVAILABLE FOR:

- Crown Reduction/Thinning - Tree Removal
- Pollareing - Felling - Site Clearance -
Fencing - Grass & Hedge Cutting -
Contract Maintenance

CALL OR TEXT FOR A FREE QUOTE

Tom Cottam

TIEL: @279 850257 MO Q76s4 785716

@O@MOWTIVATED.TC
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